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The 20th of the Ich Month, 1772, 


3 having been recommended, 
by the Yearly Meeting held 
in London, to diſtribute Among 
Friends ſuch Books as may be 
likely to be uſeful, in that which 
is, of the higheſt Importance; 
This FTract, tho' ſmall, has ap- 
peared to us to be comprehenſive, 
and well worthy of a careful Pe- 
ruſal. We therefore, in brotherly 
alfection, recommend it. 
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Dax Youno Fritnos, 


re me requeſt your attention to the fol- 

lowing lines. The ſubject nearly con- 
cerns you. Deſpiſe not the counſel of One 
who has often looked upon you with tender 
regard, and been ſecretly engaged on your 
account, that the many gracious viſitations 
of Divine love and mercy to you might be 
affectionately received, and duly prized by 
you. If you ſincerely embrace them in hum- 
ble reſignation, and faithful obedience, the 
power of Truth will preſerve you, and the freſh 
ſprings of Life increaſe, andeſtabliſh you in 
the ſaving knowledge of God; but if you 
chuſe the ways of the world, and walk after 
the ſight of your eyes, and the imaginati- 
ons of your hearts, rejecting the gentle draw- 
ings and-inward reproofs of his holy Spirit, 
you not only forſake your own mercies for 
lying vanities, but alſo put a high * 
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and affront upon the Sovereign Majeſty, the 
great Judge of the Quick and Dead, who is 
every where a preſent Obſerver of our. con- 
duct, and too jealous of his Honour to ſuf- 
fer, without diſplea ure, the froward will of 
the Creature to have the preference in any, 
to his juſt and holy Will; and who will not 
force thoſe into Felicity who refuſe his gra- 
cious Offers. 


Unleſs you take up your daily croſs to ſel- 
fiſh indulgences, and carnal gratifications, 
you cannot be the diſciples of Chriſt, nor 
inherit thoſe enjoyments which are of a divine 
and permanent nature. If ye live after 
e the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye thro' the 
Spirit do. mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
„ ſhall live,” For as many as are led by the 
<« Spirit of God, they are the ſons, or chil- 
« dren, of God.” Rom. 8. To follow the 
Lamb, whitherſoever he leads, is the only 
way to true and laſting happineſs, notwith- 
ſtanding the deceitful flatteries of a degene- 
rate World, and the deluſive perſuaſions of 
corrupt nature, to the Contrary. 


The ſubtil Enemy of your peace begins 
with fair ſhews, and plauſible temptations, 
in things which, to inexperienced minds, ap- 
pear of ſmall concern. He knows, ſhould 
he at once attempt you with manifeſt } iniqui- 
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ties, and obvious impieties, it would ſhock 
your tenderneſs, and defeat his deſtructive 
intentions. He therefore ſeeks firſt to en- 
ſnare you, by ſecretly operating upon the 
complacency of your natural tempers, and 
your averſion to give diſguſt, by purting for- 
ward and heightening your natural defires, 
rather to pleaſe than profit yourſelves and 
others, in your deportment and converſe ; and 
alſo to betray you into an ill-grounded ſhame 
of godly converſation, and pious walking, 
and a breach of the due adherence to thoſe 
diſtinguiſhing peculiarities which the Truth 
has led its faithful followers into, and placed 
as an exterior hedge of preſervation about 
them. Theſe the blind world calls affected 
ſingularities, and clowniſh abſurdiries, and 
ſtyles the diſregard and diſuſe of them, an 
innocent freedom, and prudent demeanour, 
Thus the inſidious adverſary leads firſt into 
partial compliances, and proceeds by mak- 
ing every ſucceeding ſtep, towards a captivat- 
ing conformity, appear trivial, and of no 
conſequence, By this means he deludes the 
weak and unwary, gradually to aſſimilate 
with the world, in language, in dreſs, in be- 
haviour, in the ſuperfluity and folly of its 
modes and faſhions, in its corrupt aſſociati- 
ons, and poiſonous diverſions, the natural 
tendency of all which, is to entangle, darken, 
and debaſe the mind, and by alienating it 
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from the Light and Life of Chriſt, to render 
it ſo unguarded as to make way for the in- 
troduction of unſuitable connections, unhap- 
py tnarriages, and in brief, 7 5 _ of 
corruption and ebe 


Be entreated ne to beware, in time, 
of every approach towards a falſe liberty in 
the ſmalleſt matters, leſt they prove intro- 
ductions to greater. Guard ſtrictly againſt 
every thing that would lead you to ſlight the 
tender touches and convictions of Divine 


Grace. Withdraw from alläring objects. 


To tamper at all with tetnprations, is to loſe 
ground. Tis vain to imagine you can g6 
what length you pleaſe, and no further; that 
you may ſecurely remporize to à certain de- 
gree, or to juſt ſuch a pleaſing point of 
compliance as you are now tempted to, in 


behaviour, dreſs, and language, in order to 


appear genteel, candid, well bred, intelli- 
gent, polite, and to eſcape the diſagreeable 
{ſenſations of falſe ſhame, and the reflections 
of being ſtupid, muliſh, and Quaker-like. 
This leads into liberty, but it is the liber- 
ty of the fleſh, which is in reality the bondage 
of corruption. 


Content not yourſelves with a birth in the 
Society; but ſeek to ſecure a birthright in 
the Truth ; without which the firſt will not 
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avail you in the ſight of God, Let the Spi- 
rit of Truth govern your inclinations, for 
whatever inclination you give your affection 
to, or paſſionately eſpouſe, will prove your 
maſter. Indulge not an eager curioſity , it 
led Dinah to diſhonour, and became the ruin 
of a City. Be cautious of your company ; 
for that will affe& both your manners and 
character, and eventually your future State. 
Humour not the carnal mind in dreſſing your 
mortal changeable uncertain bodies, beyond 
what Truth warrants, and decency requires; 


for more is not decoration, but diſguiſe, 
which in the ultimate runs into deformity, 


and adminiſters offence to him who reſiſteth 
the proud, but increaſeth grace to the hum- 
ble, Flatter not the vanity of thoſe who 
look for a plural addreſs to themſelves, 
whilſt they treat their Maker in the ſingular 
number; as if Infinite Omnipotence was 
leſs, or leſs worthy than the poor Creature, 
whoſe very breath and being is not one mo- 
ment at his own diſpoſal. 


I would beſeech you, who are conſcious 
that you have been already turned aſide, or 
ſtumbled at the croſs, proceed no further, 
but fly to the great Redeemer, who ſo won- 
derfully condeſcended from the heights of 
immortal Glory, took a painful humanity 
upon him, and bled for us, that he might 
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bring us to celeſtial enjoyments, and for 
that end trod the moſt thorny paths, and left 
us the faireſt example of humility, meek- 
neſs, reſignation, purity, and the moſt per- 
fect plainneſs in every reſpect. Slight not 
the pattern he ſet, but follow it, for his 
bleſſed ſake, and the ſecurity of, your own 
happineſs, ſhun all the gilded baits, the fair 
ſeeming careſſes of a deluſive world, in ſmall 
matters as well as great, for they are all one 
in nature, tho' different in degree. Beware 
of the little foxes ; they crop the tender bud- 
dings of the Vine of Life. Studiouſly avoid 
all friendſhips, flatteries, formal viſits, idle 
paſtimes, and parties of pleaſure, which in 
any meaſure lead out of the fear of God, di- 
vert you from daily attention upon him, ahd 
indiſpoſe you for humble walking with him. 


Who, in their proper ſenſes, would loſe an 
eternal manſion in the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and paradiſe of God, for the paltry plea- 
ſures and filly ſatisfactions which muſt ſhort- | 
ly end in everlaſting bitterneſs Þ Shall the 
decking of theſe periſhable bodies, the va- 
nity of this -uncertain life, the gratification 
of ſenſe, the lure of idle affociates, or the 
apprehenſion of derifion from perſons igno- 
rant of the virtue and power of Truth, or 
unfaithful to it, have greater impreſſion with 


you, than the Love of Him that made you, 
the 
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3. 
the favour of Him that ſuſtains yau, and a 
ſtate of immutable bleſſedneſs with him in the 
realms of eternal Light and Glory? Make 
not ſo miſerable a diet and preference, but 
practically adopt this apoſtolic advice, “ Be not 
«+ conformed to this world; but be ye trans- 
* formed by the renewing of your minds; 
« that ye may prove what is that good and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God.” Rom. 


I2, 


To behold blooming youth renouncing 
thoſe temprations, and appearances of pre- 
ſent. advantage, which captivate the genera- 
lity of their cotemporaries, for the ſake of 
that / glorious Truth which leads, under the 
Croſs, to the crown immortal, cannot fail of 
being acceptable to God and good men. 1 
« rejoiced greatly, ſaith the good Apoſtle, that 
&* I found of thy children walking in Truth.” 
J have no greater joy than to hear that my 
Children walk in the Truth.“ 
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